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saving Father Guignas. T therefore returned to the village to
the great satisfaction of the Illinois. I remained there eleven
days; but, as our two Kikapous were becoming impatient, 1
left without waiting for the Reverend Jesuit Father, who had
lost his way and arrived in a pitiful condition at the village a
few hours after my departure. He sent three couriers after
me, who unfortunately took a different road from ours, and
caught up with us only when we were 20 leagues from the
village. I gave them a letter for the Reverend Father in which
I begged him to excuse me if 1 did not return to the Péoaria,
as I was suffering from a pain in one of my thighs; and T told
him that the proper way to save Father Guignas and us was to
induce the Illinois to come to the Kikapous and conclude a
lasting peace. I continued my journey, and we encountered
thirty Kikapous who were coming to meet us, and who told me
that all was well. As soon as the news of our approach reached
the village, joy spread everywhere, and the French who no
longer hoped for my return, took courage once more. The
chiefs came to meet us and were very attentive to our Illinois,
although he was alone, as the nine others had postponed their
journey to another time.

On the morrow I gathered the chiefs together and announced
to them the words of Monsieur Desliettes and of the Illinois.
They seemed to me well pleased. T afterwards by means of
presents induced two war-chiefs to make up two bands of 25
men. The first party, commanded by a chief whose son had
been killed not long before, was to go to the winter camping
place of the Renards; but he returned at the end of eight days
without having done anything.

The other band was commanded by the brother of Beeuf noir
(Black Bull), who said to him: “Do mnot return without
bringing us some Renards, dead or alive.” After marching
some days, this band encountered 30 Renards, who asked them
who they were and whither they were going.

“We are Kikapous,” they answered, “and our elders have
sent us to get news of you.” The Renards, suspecting nothing,
replied: “You are welcome; we will take you to our cabins
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